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Taking the Plunge...
Across the Pond...

Out of the Comfort Zone...
Is this You? 

Many times in these past few months we have been 
delighted to meet up with individuals who are 
interested in discussing with us a topic that we had 
presumed was not paramount on the minds of many 
who came to hear about God's ministry in Cambodia. 
As we have traveled in the midwest and midsouth 
areas of the US we have met some who have either 
gone across the pond or across the border on a 'short 
term' mission trip. By and large these individuals have 
crossed the border or state line or made a short jaunt 
on a plane to a destination unknown to them, but 
known by their Father, who desires that all would 
know Him personally. 

Honestly we had very little opinion, if any, regarding 
short term teams/individuals as we had little personal 
exposure to them until we went to Cambodia. That 
didn't include all of those with whom we partnered 
early on for one reason or another, but then again we 
partnered with these people in prayer and monetarily 
because we were privileged to do so and the Holy 
Spirit moved us in that way. 

In the past few years short term mission trips and 
teams have grown exponentially from years before by 
what we have noticed.  Additionally, reports have 
commented that their presence and participation in the 
Great Commission is paramount to sharing the gospel 
and building disciples. We'd like to share with you 
some of our thoughts on this in this month's issue, 
concluding in the February timeline. 

1. When an individual arrives to their destination to do
the work that they have been called to do, we consider 
that a good portion of their work has actually been 
completed. They are in country and visible. They have

accepted the call to cross to the other side of the road 
and experience life on that side, wherever that is, 
helping build sustainable communities where Jesus is 
Lord and the church can grow into eternity.

2. Persons who engage in obeying the great 
commission are to be blessed abundantly by God. 
There are multiple ways to make an impact for the 
great commission and no good work goes unrewarded 
by God. (Heb. 6:10) “For God is not unjust so as to 
overlook your work and the love that you have shown 
for his name in serving the saints, as you still do.”

3. Persons who arrive in Cambodia (or anywhere for 
that matter) are persons forever changed. They are 
given greater enlightenment about God, His purposes, 
and the people groups of the world who are yet to 
understand that Jesus is the only way. 

4. Short term participants realize that generosity and 
genuineness know no bounds when He is with them. 
(Proverbs 11:24,25) says, "One man gives freely, yet 
gains even more; another withholds unduly but comes 
to poverty. A generous man will prosper, he who 
refreshes others will himself be refreshed." 

5. Persons are humbled beyond words (and to tears) 
coming to realize that they stand as citizens of God the
Father and of their country of human residence. 

6. Individuals get to know themselves intimately. 
Sometimes that is really painful but it never leaves 
anyone unable to come running to their Father to work
it all out to glorify Him.  It may even mean that the 
'visitor' is the one who is ministered to by the locals 
themselves as they share the common thread of 'love' 
with one another thru this very realization. Actions 
speak louder than words (and a huge smile).

7. For long termers in the field, short term teams are 
invaluable if the talents and energies of the members 
are engaged to grow those areas where help is needed 



beyond the daily routine. That could be as simple as 
building with the locals, reinforcing English teaching 
(conversation, reading, etc.) and 'doing' things together
to show God's love beyond those walls. The wealth of 
Americans can be used for the kingdom of God if they
are given in wise ways.

8. While each person visiting a foreign country carries 
with them a passport of country identification and 
residence  (and you don't want to lose it), another 
important passport resides in our hearts and within that
lies our eternal residence as well. Realizing that the 
hollow ground you stand on is not your home makes a 
relationship with the Father even more personal and 
gripping (and you don't want to lose that either.) A 
person without documents is a person without a 
country and a home. Stand strong!

9. Many short termers develop long term 
commitments to missions that help them grow in their 
ministry maturity. People who want to be disciple-
makers, leaders, reproducers and multipliers often 
grow in their Christ-likeness when they are launched 
by faith and obedience in a setting where they have to 
depend on God completely in a cross-cultural setting. 
We can tell you a lot about those feelings. 

10. When people engage in short term missions they 
and their network of friends and family pray more 
fervently. The develop a greater global view of God's 
mission and support both long and short term 
missions.  People tend to pray for things that they have
some kind of personal involvement with. Amen! 

11. Communities, churches and families develop links 
of communications across cultures as a result of short 
term missions. Many barriers of culture, geography 
and perceptions are broken down as a result of the 
favorable relationships that are established in short 
term missions. Disciples are often born during this 
time of energies and involvement.

12. For many the increase of discernment into the will 
of God is given to those who engage in short term 
missions. "But solid food is for the mature who 
because of practice have their senses trained to discern
good and evil." Greater insight is given to those who 
obey the Lord in short term missions as their 
experience teaches them things they could not learn 
any other way. Getting their feet onto foreign ground 
brings out the best in so many ways. Amen! (they 

didn't know they had it in them.)

Stay tuned, we aren't done yet with our list. If you 
haven't guessed it by now, we are so energized and 
blessed by those who partner with us in so many ways,
praying, monetarily, encouraging, loving, tears, joy, 
laughing, clapping, high 5's, whatever. In the February
issue we will complete our thoughts on the topic of 
short termers and how, when used correctly, enhance 
and advance the kingdom in glorious ways. Amen! 

We'll also include an update as well in that issue both 
here and in the local church of Cambodia. God is so 
good! 

Knee Thoughts    

Praise for our Jesus and His love and birth for each of 
us. Amen! 

Praise for the opportunity to serve, all of us, wherever 
God places us. 

Pray that those that we contact that they will consider 
how God wants them to be involved in His ministry.
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