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Open The Door

Earlier this month this photo was posted on our 
blog. A sign above it says 'mind your head' 
(probably because the door height is so short). 
Also on the door is the symbol representing the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia.

It would be wonderful to see a sign that also says 
'mind your soul.' Do you know why?

These past weeks we've both been doing a lot of 
soul searching and praying. We find that pulling 
us out of our comfort zone and plunking us into 
another gets some getting used to. It requires, 
patience, discussion, prayer, and more patience. 
(Incidentally re-culturing has the same agenda in 
our minds.)

We thank God that the people here in our 
immediate world who are so loving, patient, and 
respectful to share life with us. God knew what 
He needed to teach us these past two years to send
us again. Let's just say it's enough for us to keep 
our heads above water this go around. 

As we sit in the office, an area of 13×13, we have 
on three sides doors to the other members of the 

staff here. Our fourth wall has windows that look 
down to the floor below and the front door.  As 
there are no office phones as yet, communication 
between staff is done by walking between the 
rooms and in turn through ours. Some hours it is 
busier than others. Even the president has to do 
this. Of course it means that each time that 
happens they knock on the door and wait for our 
permission to enter. We are hoping that they soon 
understand that knocking isn't necessary on our 
part. Maybe that will be never but George hails 
them thru. 

Today we had a small fridge placed in this room 
with us so we can keep foods cold. It's only a 
college size one but that works for us. A plus we 
hadn't planned on actually. 

Our world at this point is fairly limited physically.
We are still situated in the guest room a floor 
above the office, a total of 10 high riser steps (the 
first one is 12 inches high and the rest are 9 
inches) which initially made our stair climbing a 
grunt or two. (our standard in the US is usually 
7.5 inches) 

I can report here that noise has now gone away. 
We aren't jumping up the steps yet and we still 
use the railing, but it's a lot easier. Exercise 
without going far. We still walk to the market and 
eat off site. 



The total office encompasses two four story 
sections in the commune of cement dwellings. 
The ground floor is for inside parking of motos, 
cars, and bikes at night or they will magically 
disappear forever.  There is a barred porch in the 
back with a Japanese washing machine that is fair
game for everyone to use. That is where we also 
see the roaches, geckos, toads, and other 
occasional city and jungle wildlife. If a snake 
appears, you will hear it from this girl. Every 
window is barred and there is an accordion gate in
the front of the entrance glass doors that are 
closed at night. 

The first and third floors actually have huge 
concert size rooms in the front with 20 foot 
ceilings. The church is on the third floor in front 
of the guest room. The fourth floor houses anyone
who comes to town and needs a place to stay from
the provinces as church leaders, vicars, or pastors.
We are not sure how many guys are staying here 
at the moment, but they are responsible for the 
general security of the place 24/7 and do duty 
when they are not working nor in school. As we 
understand it, all of these young men are studying
at the university and are from pastor families in 
the village. They supply their own daily needs but
are given somewhere to sleep. 

Out in the commune and surrounding roads are 
more people than we have ever seen before. A lot 
more traffic as well, that has almost grid-locked 
the city at some points. There is a new bus system
offered by the Japanese that started in February 
and costs a whole 1,500 riel to ride wherever you 

need / want to. (40cents). Considering a tuk tuk

 negotiated is $10-15, we are agreeing that this is 
the system we need to figure out to get around 
town. Next year there are defined plans for a fast 
rail system to add in the mix. We've read the 
Chinese got this deal in the back room. Roads will
be widened and changed to accommodate this 
effort. Something needs to happen, but then again,
what about all the tuk tuks in town whose 
livelihood is from them?

It's really difficult for the infrastructure to keep up
with the collapsing roads, at least in this part of 
the city where we live. There are no load limits 
for any size vehicle that thinks they can get 
through to their destination. George wrote earlier 
in a post about our trip to Kampong Chhnang 
where the roads were for a while nonexistent and 
it was every man for himself. It's almost the same 
in the commune too as the roads are so full of 
deep holes. It's the rainy season for another month
yet, so in the dry season it will probably be a dust 
haven to walk. So, that being said (with attached 
photos) let's move on to other business to share 
with you ~ in brief.

Coming Together

Thus far we have already made two long day 
journeys to provinces where the church is 
working, one being Kampot and the other 
Kampong Chhnang. (The K is pronounced like a 
'g'). Both have churches, a Garuna school, and 
pilot agricultural developments. Tomorrow we are
heading out to Kampong Spueu for another 



agricultural investigation / introduction and a 
school. 

Garuna School dedication in the village of 
Kampong Chhnang. 

We have had our initial meeting with Pastor 
Vannarith and he has outlined our many and 
varied responsibilities during our time here and in
the US. For the rest of the year we will be 
drawing up a business model for all of the 
communities to base themselves out of under the 
umbrella of the ELCC. The center of the model is 
and will remain the church and bringing the 
people home to Christ. We shared our first 
glimpse of that just recently in a blog about Pastor
Hai's church in Kampong Chhnang where 24 
young people were instructed and baptized. There
is now a Garuna School established there to carry 
on that Christian training. In the community (each
has to be individually tailored) there will be 
initiatives to grow the sustainability of the 
community, with black pepper plantations, cows, 
rice, and fish, providing not only incomes for the 
locals, but also to introduce tithing and local 
support of the church and the passion to spread 
the gospel. 

I(Shary) will also being working on school 
initiatives with Dalis (pronounced Dallas) for the 
Garuna schools. Dali's passion is education for 
the children in the villages to grow them into 
godly men and women. 

Finally, Pastor wants us to raise awareness of 
these stateside so that these projects can be firmly
planted on the ground and started on the road to a 
firm foundation. That will mean that we will 
rotate with him and Pastor Naro for visits to the 
US in the next year. They are slated to be 
traveling in January and February, and we will go 
thereafter. 

Much of the secondary road to Kampong Spueu 
commune was a complex washout and rutted 
mess. This was a stream under the road that was 
not there anymore. 



1,200 Khmer families were resettled here in 
Kampong Spueu from a refugee camp in 
Thailand. A pastor in training is church planting 
in this community, living among these people, 
and establishing a Christian school and 
community based agricultural growth as there is 
no income source. The community share two new 
wells providing good water. 

Knee Thoughts    

Praise for a smooth transition back to Cambodia 

Praise for the continued growth of the church in 
Cambodia as they march forward to share the gospel 
message in the rural villages.

Prayers for the continued growth of the church both 
here and the US. 

Pray for our continued good health and the needed 
stamina to be effective workers in His church here. 
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Thank you! God's Blessings!

“Everything you ask for, believe you have it
already, and it shall be yours.”  Mark 11:24
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