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Reports from my Visit to Mwanza, Tanzania 

 

Visit to Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, East of Lake Victoria Diocese, Mwanza, 

Tanzania. 

 

I embarked upon a trip on the 24th of May, 2014 to Tanzania to visit the East of Lake 

Victoria Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, upon the request of Global 

Lutheran Outreach and ELVD, so as to see some of the mission works that are being done 

there. This visit was organized and arranged to help me in my decisions for possible mission 

opportunities and to meet with the leadership and have a personal contact with the Church, 

which will informed possible future partnership. 

This visit was possible and transportation was provided by the Global Lutheran 

Outreach and I embarked on the Journey on the 24th of May and it was a Ten (10) days visit. I 

flew from Abuja to Addis Ababa Ethiopia, Ethiopia to Dar es Salaam and then finally to 

Mwanza. I was received at the airport in Mwanza by the Bishop Andrew Petro Gulle, Bishop 

of ELVD on the 25th of May. We proceeded to the Headquarters of the Church and I was 

introduced to some of the members who were in the Church that Sunday for worship service. 

I was asked to stay in the Guest/Rest house of the church located within the premises of the 

church headquarters.  Since I arrived on a Sunday, I had to rest all through that day to begin 

proper meetings on Monday. 

26th May,  

According to the administrative practice of the church all pastors are allowed to rest 

on Mondays, having been busy on Sunday for worship services in their various churches. Due 

to this, the Bishop had a day off and therefore there was no meeting on the 26th of May.  

However, the bishop did come around for the morning devotion for the staffs who are 

working in the headquarters. I attended the morning devotion with the bishop and was 

officially introduced to the staff. We greeted and I was asked to say a few words. After the 

devotion, I had the opportunity to meet with other missionaries from Finland and Sweden 

who are also working in various mission fields with in the diocese. From here we proceeded 

to a formal meeting with the Bishop, His Assistant and the General Secretary of the Church 

to plan and schedule for the places I am going to visit while I am there. In our meeting I was 

brief on the major challenge(s) the church is facing. 

 According to the bishop there are about 40 churches in Mwanza and they are short of 

man power as he puts it. They have only 19 ordained pastors and 17 evangelists, and due to 

the shortage in manpower, the church hasn’t been able to really penetrate the rural areas of 

Mwanza, therefore, there is a need to train more evangelist and pastors to move the church in 

to the rural areas. For them having me to come and work as a church planter is an answer to 



2 
 

prayers. With my specialities they believe more evangelists and pastors will trained to carry 

out evangelism and church planting in the rural areas of Mwanza. 

Since I had a problem with my ticket from Dar es Salaam to Mwanza with the Airline 

(fastjet), I was accompanied by the Secretary of the Dioceses Mr. Rogath L. Mollel, to see an 

executive in the airline office in Mwanza to resolve my problem. Well we did not succeed on 

our first visit. 

On this day also, I was opportune to meet with GLO missionaries Eric and Linda 

Funkes, who are working with the newly created dioceses that came out of East of Lake 

Victoria Diocese called South East of Lake Victoria Diocese. We met and exchange 

pleasantries took photos and had dinner together, since they were in route to Dar es Salaam, 

so we couldn’t spent more time together, but our short time together was very wonderful. 

27th May 

In our meeting on the 27th they had made it plain that due to my area of specialties, 

they would love for me to work as a church planter and help to strengthen existing churches 

within the diocese. Having discussed my wife area of interest also, they suggested that she 

work as a school developer in the diocese. Places of big challenge for them when it comes to 

church planting and evangelistic work are Kesesa and Usagara, which are less that 30minutes 

drive apart. Here they will like the church to really grow and reach out to neighbouring 

villages. We therefore embark on visiting these places one at a time. They expect that after 

our visit, I will decide on which area I can set up a base to help with evangelism and church 

planting. 

On this day we visited the Bible school in Nyankato that serve as a training ground for 

pastors and evangelist. Although it is not yet a degree awarding college but they hope in the 

nearest future it will serve as a degree awarding institution and possibly as a university. We 

were met by the dean of studies Rev. Edward Mbaya who took the Bishop and me around the 

campus to view some of the facilities and meet with some staffs of the institution. There were 

no students on campus, because the school was on a break. 

We later proceeded to see the ELCT ELVD Nyakato Health Centre that is run by the 

diocese to cater to the health needs of the community and it surroundings. We went around 

looking at the different facilities and wards in the centre. According to the Bishop the centre 

has a new eye clinic and equipments that was bought by the centre. Also that there are now 

two major wards run by the health centre and they are trusting God to get a Surgeon doctor as 

a missionary, which will help the health centre become a hospital. We were told that the 

health centre is a government approved one and this was clearly seen by the number of 

patients we saw waiting to be attended to.   

 The following day on the 28th of May, we proceeded to see the mission station in 

Kesesa. The community of Kesesa is a very big community outside of Mwanza. It about 15-

20 minutes drive from Mwanza town and has other smaller villages surrounding it. The 

church hasn’t really made any significant impact within the community, although they have a 
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church building that was erected by the members themselves and the roofing was done by the 

diocese. It is yet to be completed. We met few members having Bible study upon our arrival. 

We were greeted by them and they were happy to see the bishop and a missionary coming to 

visit them after about two years. They were also glad to know that a missionary was coming 

to help them grow spiritually and help with evangelism in the community and its 

surrounding. One advantage I saw was that the Lutheran church in Mwanza finds herself in a 

more stable environment as compare to what we have in Nigeria and other countries where 

the church is in a very hostile environment that makes it harder for evangelism and church 

planting. For me the Lutheran church in Mwanza finds herself in a more favourable 

environment for expansion and spiritual growth. In Kesesa I saw a great opportunity for the 

church to grow and saw how friendly the people in the community were and how it was easy 

to locate the church, and how it is strategically situated in the community. 

The next day 29th of May 

After our morning devotion we headed for the next place, a place call Usagara which 

is about the same distance from Mwanza city. Here we first decided to call the District Pastor 

to inform him that we were coming to visit his district. We were later informed that he had an 

appointment at the headquarters of the church to receive his motor bike to aid his work as a 

district pastor in visiting smaller congregations within his district. However, we had to 

proceed despite the district pastor not accompanying us. We visited the mission station, 

which is the same as the one in Kesesa. The church there is still under construction. The 

building is yet to be roofed. There is a serious work to be done too in this area. The area is 

located closer to a basic transportation section of Mwanza; therefore it makes it very easy to 

access other smaller communities by road. It is also just 20 minutes drive from Kesesa. At the 

mission station in Usagara, we were met by no one since there was no activity in the church 

for that day. 

After this visit we headed back to the diocese headquarters to rest for the weekend 

and prepare for a wedding of one of the pastors who was marrying for the second time after 

five years when he lost his wife. 

On the 3rd of June, I had a final meeting with the leadership concerning my over all 

assessments of the diocese and they wanted me to give them my final words. We agreed in 

the meeting that it was good to work with the two mission fields since they are just 20minutes 

drive apart and both need help when it comes to evangelism. One important thing stressed 

was that it was necessary to get a car when coming to work in the diocese due to the kind of 

work I will be doing. Also it was stated that since I will be working with smaller churches 

and my wife with the school in the city and community it was important that we rent a house 

in the city of Mwanza for now, due to security reasons and drive daily to these mission field, 

since they are just 20minutes drive from the city. We also concluded in the meeting that upon 

receiving my report the diocese will request for the missionary invitation forms.  We 

concluded the meeting that day and I was presented with gifts for my family as a token of 

appreciation for my visit as was the culture of the diocese whenever someone visited the 

diocese. 
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General observation: 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, East of Lake Victoria is located in a 

very strategic location for possible mission work. The ground is really ripe for harvest, with 

very few labourers. The people in Mwanza are very receptive to the gospel. Due to this 

receptiveness, I believe mission work among them will be easy. The Holy Spirit is really 

moving among the people and like the Macedonians, they are calling missionaries to come 

and work among them.  I believe this is an opportunity for GLO to send more missionaries 

who will work in spreading the Gospel of Christ among these people. There is a real need for 

both open air evangelism and personal evangelism. Also these is a growing need to train 

more locals as evangelist and church planters who will help spread the gospel of Christ 

among these people.  

One of the challenges the diocese faces is having a well structure theological 

institution that will cater for the theological needs of the diocese. The Bible school in 

Nyakato, only offers certificate and diploma in theology and most pastors will have to go 

outside of Mwanza or Tanzania for a degree in theology or they will have to switch from 

theology to other field of studies to get a degree recognized by the government. Sadly 

enough, the only school available to offer theological degree is a catholic university in 

Mwanza. We all know the theological implication of this. Therefore I see a need to upgrade 

the Bible school to a well grounded Lutheran Bible college that will offer both first and 

second degree for those who will be trained as pastors to meet the theological yearnings of 

the people. 

There is also a need for holistic mission to be done in Mwanza, not just a mission that 

will take care of the spiritual needs of the people but also a mission that will take care of their 

physical needs. Poverty is one big challenge of the people of Tanzania. I will not be wrong to 

say that more than 60% of the population are living below the poverty line or are living on 

less than $1 a day. This could be clearly seen from the villages we visited. These is also a 

need to upgrade the health centre to a hospital, which will include bringing medical doctors 

either on short term mission trip or long term to cater to the health needs of the people of 

Mwanza. From my observations and experience, Malaria and Leprosy are diseases that are 

ravaging the people of Tanzania particularly Mwanza. This was clearly proven when I caught 

malaria on the third day of my visit to Mwanza. I had to do some treatment to get rid of the 

malaria parasite in my system. 

To conclude, I strongly recommend that GLO should kindly recruit more missionaries 

that will meet the growing challenge facing the Lutheran Church in Mwanza. My family is 

willing to work with the Lutheran church in Mwanza as long as God will want us to. We are 

also willing to receive suggestions and means on how this dream of working with the 

Lutheran church in Mwanza can be possible. 

May God bless us all! 

Dixon 


