
 
 

June 2017 

OUR VISION TRIP TO TANZANIA 

 
 

After more than 24 hours in the air and a couple of plot changes along the way, we arrived at the 

Mwanza airport on June 7th at 8 o'clock at night. We were picked up at the airport by Eric Funke and met 

Linda & Michael Funke at the hotel, other Global Lutheran missionaries in Tanzania. After a nights rest we 

traveled by car to the Shinyanga region to stay with the Funkes in their home. Over the next couple of 

days, we were able to experience daily living in Tanzania. We bought food and other needs in the market, 

ate a variety of different traditional Tanzanian foods, went to the local Lutheran church, and met many 

leaders in the community. We also visited multiple different programs and ministries that we will have a 

part in once moving to the area. On Tuesday June 13, we drove back to Mwanza and for the remainder of 

the trip visited more programs for vulnerable children as well as explored the city. Then on June 15, we 

began our trek back to the States. 

We are so thankful that we had the opportunity to experience life in Tanzania and for the Funkes 

being available to host us during our time spent there. We can truly say that in those short couple of days 

we completely fell in love with the country and its people. We are so excited to return to Tanzania in God's 

timing. 

 

  

 

 

On June 9th, we visit the Buhangija Centre 

which houses children with albinism and 

other special needs. We were able to see 

the living spaces, classrooms, clinic, and 

kitchen. We also got to meet some of the 

precious children that live there. 

On June 10, we visited the "Nyumba 

ya Wadiakonia" (Deaconess House) 

where the Lutheran church has 

started a vocational program for 

young women with albinism. 

On June 15th, we visited Forever 

Angels, a baby home. We look 

forward to learning from their unique 

program to support vulnerable 

children and empower families. 

 



What's Next? 
During the next couple of months, we will dive into Support Discovery phase in order to receive the 

funds needed for our missionary journey. Once completing that phase, we hope to move to Tanzania 

during the fall in order to take the 3 month intensive Kiswahili language course located in Iringa, Tanzania. 

After that, we will move to Shinyanga to begin observing and serving the different ministries for children 

and teens with albinism. One of the main goals, of our stay, will be to coordinate interaction and 

participation between all the different ministries that support youth with albinism in order to, hopefully, 

produce greater impact through combined effort. We are not completely sure exactly what this will look 

like yet but we want to be open to serve the community in a way that best fits the context. 

 

Support Discovery 
The Specifics: Our budget is comprised of two sets of costs. Outgoing costs ($29,480) include one-

time needs, i.e. language school costs, vehicle, furniture, work visa, airfare, etc. Ongoing costs ($31,570 

per year or about $2,630 per month) include reoccurring expenses such as rent, food, bills, insurance, 

costs of ministry, etc. Therefore, for our first year, we will need $61,050 to live in Tanzania. Before we can 

leave the U.S., we need $48,422 (which includes 100% of outgoing costs and 60% of ongoing costs) 

in donations and pledges. 

To date, we have received $1,120 in cash and 

pledges. We are so grateful for the support we have 

already been blessed with! 

We have been in contact with multiple church 

congregations to set up a presentation to share our 

experience and our plans.  We will be posting a 

schedule of these visits as soon as we have 

finalized all the details. We are excited to see how 

God will work in the next couple of months. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Requests 

 Thanksgiving for a safe and impactful trip to Tanzania. 

 Recovery from strep throat, for Austin, as well as continued health and immunity for both.  

 Safe travel to different churches all over Texas in the upcoming months.  

 Provision of faithful ministry partners who will join with us on this journey! 

How To Partner With Us Financially: 

Make checks out to 

"Global Lutheran Outreach". 
Write "REED" in the memo line. 

Mail to Global Lutheran Outreach 

6709 Ficus Drive, 
Miramar, FL, 33023 

 OR 
 You can give online using credit or debit 

card at our website.  
*All donations are tax deductible.* 

THRIVENT MEMBERS:  
Choice Dollars® charitable grant funds can make 
a world of difference to our organization as we 
work together to send missionaries! Your Choice 
Dollars directed to Global Lutheran Outreach go 
to GLO’s “Global Missionary Fund” (unless we are 
otherwise informed). Our Global Missionary Fund 
supports GLO missionaries who are underfunded 
or are experiencing a temporary shortfall in 
funding. Directing Choice Dollars is easy. 
Simply go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to 
learn more and find program terms and 
conditions. Or call 800-847-4836 and say 

"Thrivent Choice" after the prompt. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001UmAy2iLu-RSG9JZH4R8-XS4VQHc8msHvjjiDnRxzkaF_J6o5Aru1hE34xN-0mb4TNMgw7B743PDmMy07DihbjvLAgpRmfusoVT8BM3DGLvs2IJWVLoUpauwnaJjIDZZg

