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"But we have this treasure in jars of clay,  
to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us." 2 Cor 4:7 
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       Ramadan ... 
Prayer and fasting 

                Islam came to West  

            Africa hundreds of years 

ago from across the Sahara 

through trade, then expanded by 

jihad (18-19th centuries). Even 

after European colonization, Islam 

continued expanding and reinforc-

ing in interior parts of West Africa. 

      Today the population of Mus-

lims from Nigeria westward (not 

including North Africa) nears 200 

million. And the Muslim popula-

tions have grown more resistant to 

Christian witness. Saturday, 27 

May, marked the beginning of the 

month of fasting for Muslims, 

called Ramadan. Besides fasting 

from sunrise to sunset, it is a time 

of intensified focus in prayer and 

Quranic recitation, It is also a time 

of social cohesion which reinforces 

the firm hold of Islamic life in such 

societies.  Many Christians have 

adopted the practice of Christian 

prayer and fasting during Rama-

dan in love for Muslims, for the 

light of revelation to penetrate, 

that is, for openings for the Word 

and the Gospel to reach them. If 

you would like to join in such fo-

cused prayer, you may find this 

website helpful: 

www.30daysprayer.com. 

Not Giving Up on the Maninka 
“He is the propitiation for our sins, and not  

for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.” (1 John 2:2) 

    The Maninka people in Guinea number about 3  

million. Islam has had an influence among the  

Maninka for nearly a thousand years, but full-scale  

conversion from traditional beliefs came with the  

conquering jihads over 200 years ago. Today over 99%  

are Muslims.  It permeates their culture and society such  

that one’s relationships and business all presume – if not  

require – being Muslim. The Gospel entered th area in more  

recent history. Numerous mission efforts over the  

past century has seen minimal acceptance of the Gospel. 

    LCMS missionaries have worked among the Maninka 

since about 2000. Tim and Beth Heiney, who have served 

in West Africa for over 30 years, joined the work in Maninka 

about 8 years ago. In former work they served in areas ripe 

for acceptance of Christian faith, but now are called and 

dedicated to serve and love people very resistant to the 

Gospel. New approaches are called for. They’re continuing work start-

ed earlier (Oettings, Nortons, Herman, Carloses, etc.) which includes 

currently a medical clinic in Siguiri and English classes. But Tim recog-

nizes prayer as the major component of their work – dedicated per-

sonal prayer as well as taking prayer into people’s homes and lives. 

     In my visit, I could see how they have 

gained a place in the community where 

they live as salt and light, bringing Chris-

tian love and caring into lives otherwise 

very separated from Christian contact. Will 

you join us in praying for God’s break-

through among the Maninka, especially 

conscious of the united prayers of many 

during this month of Ramadan? 

[You can learn more about the Heineys and find their  

newsletters at: www.globallutheranoutreach.com/blog/heiney]  
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Contact us:  datalsma@gmail.com,  +1 260-804-8460 

+234 80 59 764 739 

If you are able and as God leads, please 
consider helping us continue this work. 

Checks can be mailed to:   

  Global Lutheran Outreach,  
  6709 Ficus Drive, Miramar, FL 33023. 

(Make check out to: "Global Lutheran Outreach" with 
"Talsma" on memo line.) 

To donate online, go to:  
www.globallutheranoutreach.com   and click 

"Give"  

Thank you so much!   

In Christ, 

 

"Teaching with WISDOM" 
  "He is the one we proclaim, admonishing, and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 

fully mature in Christ." (Col. 1:28) 

     Hillcrest School affiliates with schools in Africa that 
are also mission-related and typically educate children of di-
verse international origins. The Assoc. of Christian Schools 
Int'l (ACSI) puts on the regional International Christian Edu-
cators Conference (ICEC) every 3 years, and in April Cheri 
joined 7 others from Hillcrest for the African ICEC in Kenya.  

    Over 350 attendees (teachers, administrators, IT people, 
hostel parents, etc) explored new concepts and methods. The 
major benefit for Cheri was the networking that provoked 
fresh thinking on educating diverse students in such environ-
ments. She and her group returned reinvigorated to serve 
God by equipping students with a Christ-centered focus.  
   It was a great blessing! 

Join us in prayer . . . . 

• For followers of Islam in Guinea, Nigeria 
and throughout West Africa that the Light of 
Christ may break through the clouds, dispel 
doubts, and be received in faith amidst 
whatever resistance. 

• For the Heineys:  
-For comfort (Tim's mother recently died) 
-For progress learning Maninka 
-For openings to minister God's Word. 

• For God to guide GLO as new missionaries 
and mission opportunities are contemplated 

• Thanksgiving for a great first year for  
Cheryl teaching at Hillcrest and for her kids 
moving on to 5th grade..  

...in Jesus’ name. 

New mission possibilities 
Dale’s position is “International Missionary Developer”. What is 
that? Well, it includes:  

1) ascertaining mission needs and opportunities in the world, 

2) discovering potential missionaries anywhere in the world, 

3) then making connections and developing possibili-
ties for missionaries to go forth, prepared and supported. 

The diversity of possible arrangements can be daunting!  The 
diversity involves cultures, economic disparities, political realities, 
sociological sensitivities, as well as varieties of churches/missions 
with differing capacities. GLO is engineered to permit great varie-
ty in how missionaries are sent. That is, GLO avoids legislating 
any given model for missionary sending so we do not inadvert-
ently constrain unforeseen options. We don’t want to get in 
God’s way!  His ways remain higher than ours! (Isa. 55:8-11) 
   So please join us in prayer as new possibilities unfold. For Dale, 
these pertain to new missionary applicants from Africa and sever-
al needs for missionaries in Africa and Asia.  

Close of the school year 
    Cheryl’s first year teaching at Hillcrest has 
just finished. Whew! A chance now to rest a bit 
and recall God’s blessings with thankfulness: 

• 19 wiser kids advance to 5th grade (and 
Cheri is wiser too!) 

• 2 newcomers welcomed and 1 girl bereaved 
of her mom coped well 

• collaborated ways to help those with special-
needs 

• Multi-cultural day, fund-raising for an IDP 
home/school, mining project, etc. 

• wonderful new friends/colleagues 

• Hillcrest’s 75th anniversary 

• the chance of participate in the ICEC 

                 Hat day! 


