
"But we have this treasure in jars of clay,  

to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us." 2 Cor 4:7 
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     Since last July Dale and I (Cheryl) 
have been waiting on the Lord’s guid-
ance for our next move in our work 
with missions. I had just completed 3 
years of teaching in Florida and Dale 
was led to continue his role as Interna-
tional Missionary Developer with Global 
Lutheran Outreach. From Florida we 
moved to Michigan where his parents 
opened their home to us and where we 
could assist them with the challenges of 

aging.  

However, 
last month 
we felt led to 
accept an 
offer to work 
in Jos, Nige-
ria. 

I (Cheri) will be teaching 
elementary students at 
Hillcrest (a Christian inter-

national school in Jos). 
And Dale will be closer to mission part-
ners in Africa as he continues develop-
ing missionary opportunities with GLO. 

  In many ways this feels 
like 
“going 
home” 
since we 
lived in 
Nigeria in 
the 80’s 
and 90’s. 
We are 
also glad 

we will be 
closer to our first 

grandchild, Zara, in 
Abuja, Nigeria, with 

her parents Adam and Vivienne. 
Yet it’s been a difficult decision as we 
leave behind, once again, beloved fam-
ily, especially our parents at this stage 
of their lives. I also struggled with the 
thought of having to learn another 
new, difficult language and not being in 
a familiar community. However, God 
has reassured us that He will be with 
us wherever we go and supply us with 

all our needs. 

“Have I not commanded you? Be 

strong and courageous. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
LORD your God will be with you 

wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 

The wait is . . . . . OVER! 

Paul was unique. 

…or was he? 

Forewarned that prison 
and hardship awaited him, 
he testified, “I consider my 
life worth nothing to me, if 
only I may finish the race 
and complete the task the 
Lord Jesus has given 
me—the task of testify-
ing to the gospel of 
God’s grace” (Acts 
20:24). The Lord of the 
harvest STILL calls forth 
missionaries. Not because 
it is safe or without diffi-
culty. Not for a great ad-
venture. But because heS-
TILL so loves the world. 
2000 years later we 
are STILL to pray that the 
Lord send workers into his 
harvest. People who need 
the Gospel are ready. 
Cheryl and I (Dale) have 
likewise felt constrained to 
continue, to “complete the 
task” God has laid on us, 
to serve in his mission 
and—with GLO—to am-
plify Lutheran missionary 
sending “from every-

where to everywhere”.   
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“The worst newsletter-writer ever” 

    That may well be my (Dale’s) sad distinction. Over the past year, we were always 

on the verge of deciding about our relocation, so I delayed updating you till we knew. 

. . . And while a clear decision eluded us, news of our ministry backlogged and 
seemed too much for a newsletter. . . Excuses, excuses…all too inadequate. I apolo-

gize sincerely.  Since we missed sharing so much news, we have included some sum-

maries of 2015 activities on page 3: 

 

 ● Making connections  ● Lutheran Students gain mission experience 

 ● New "old" missionaries deployed  ● Gbeanquois at work in Tanzania  
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Savior’s outreach of love! They’ve come 

alongside the brothers and sisters in the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia 

in support of that church’s various mission 

undertakings. Though still small, this 

young but re-

sourceful and en-

ergetic body 

of Christ is pursuing numer-

ous initiatives for giving wit-

ness to Christ. And George 

and Shary, with their many 

gifts, bring a powerful and 

encouraging testimony 

through their humble, dedi-

cated service. Though they 

could stay home and 

enjoy their grandchil-

dren, they have chosen 

instead to give their all 

so that others might 

also know God’s love in 

Christ and the gift of life.   

CAMBODIA 
So few Christians, but an open 

door  

That is what impressed me most about 

Cambodia. There are places where the 

Gospel is little known, but where the 

government or community 

prohibits evangelistic out-

reach and makes it danger-

ous to confess Christ. But in 

Cambodia--saturated by 

Buddhism with only 3% con-

fessing Christ—the door is 

currently open so that am-

bassadors of Christ can pro-

claim the Good News in word and deed. 

Cheryl and I (Dale) spent a week with 

GLO missionaries George and Shary 

Frahm in this country to better understand 

their challenges and opportunities. Though 

“retired”, they are fully engaged in our 

What struck me most while in Indian was the 

sad fact that--

2000 years after 

Jesus sent us to 

make disciples 

of all nations—

there remained 

millions in this 

area who had no 

knowledge of Christ 

and no personal ac-

quaintance with any of His disciples!  

I rejoiced with every fellowship of believers I was 

privileged to be with, thanking God a seed has been 

planted in these areas. But what can so few do 

among such vast need? Do they just congregate, cir-

cle the wagons and try to survive? Or do they follow 

the Gospel imperative that good news is to be pro-

claimed—His love to be share with the lost?  

And if so, how? 

The pastors and leaders 

in Karnataka are ready 

to do missionary train-

ing. GLO is prayerfully 

considering partnering 

with Rev. Nischal to see 

how we can help make this happen. 

INDIA 
How can they believe in him of 

whom they have never heard? 

Christians are also a tiny minority in India. 

Though less open than Cam-

bodia, it is still possible for 

local believers to share their 

faith, baptize and plant 

churches. Dale visited Karnataka state 

at the invitation of Kannada-speaking 

Lutherans interested in doing more to 

share Christ in their state which is said 

to be the second least evangelized state in India--

only 2% Christians.  

A Kannada-speaking  

Lutheran pastor, Naveen 

Nischal, who is now serv-

ing in the US has never 

abandoned his concern for 

his people back home. He 

approached GLO to ex-

plore an initiative in which 

he and fellow Lutherans in India would recruit, disci-

ple and train local missionaries who could go into 

Hindu villages where there is no knowledge of Christ 

or what he has done for them. 

ASIA - Where Christians are few 
In February/March we were able to visit missionaries and opportunities in Asia for the first time. 
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2015 HIGHLIGHTS  

Gbeanquois at work in Tanzania  

We didn’t know how it would be 

possible. But Dixon and Christi-

ana Gbeanquoi from Nigeria were 

prayerfully confident God had a 

way, and so stepped out and 

scheduled their departure for 

Tanzania for January 2015 be-

fore having received needed sup-

port. In the following weeks, the 

needed support came in--from many places! The receiving 

church worked hard to get them a home, process docu-

ments, and support their ministry. Dale visited them in May 

to consult with and encourage them in their adaptation. 

Together with Cheryl, they visited them again in December, 

getting to meet Milcah. their 5-month old daughter! We 

rejoice in God’s provision for them during their transition 

and adjustment, for baby Milcah, for progress in the grow-

ing mission congregation in Kisesa, and for advances to-

ward the opening of the Lutheran high school where  

Christiana is helping.  

They were also able to 

visit Eric and Linda Funke 

and their new son, Michael 

(as seen in the picture). 

And their work continues 

to prosper, thanks be to 

God! 

New "old" missionaries deployed 

GLO was conceived to help more Lutherans engage in mission 

work. In 2015, two missionary couples found in GLO a way to 

resume ministries begun earlier in Asia and Africa. 

The Frahms 
George and Shary Frahm had begun 

work in Cambodia under LCMS but 

had to leave when the LCMS with-

drew its missionaries from the 

country in 2013. With their heart 

still devoted to assisting the fledg-

ling Lutheran church in Cambodia, 

they found in GLO an opportunity to 

link them, their supporters, and the 

Cambodian church to be able to return to the country on All 

Saints Day, 2015. 

The Heineys 
In a similar way, Tim and Beth Heiney had 

been serving in Guinea, West Africa for many 

years under LCMS Office of International Mis-

sion. In 2014 they terminated with the board, 

but still felt strongly that the challenging out-

reach efforts among the predominately-Muslim 

Malinke people should not be abandoned. Hav-

ing an invitation from the Lutheran church in 

Guinea and a strong support base, GLO was found to provide a 

mission platform allowing them to 

return to focus on that work. By  

January 2015 they were back. While 

mission work among the Malinke is 

notoriously difficult, their loving per-

sistence has witnessed small advances 

as the light of Christ breaks into the 

darkness. 

Making connections 

GLO is designed to be of service to Lutherans around the world 

who still stand fast on the apostolic faith confessed in the 

creeds and our Lutheran confessions.  

While Cheryl and I are members in 

the LCMS, GLO seeks to connect 

faithful mission-minded Lutherans 

from many countries and differing 

backgrounds. One opportunity was 

for Cheryl, me, and Sharon Whightsil 

to represent GLO at a conference of 

the Lutheran Congregations in Mis-

sion for Christ (LCMC). It was valuable for learning about Lu-

theran mission work in Asia, Africa, and elsewhere, and con-

nect with many who support and help facilitate such work. 

We also appreciated the mission connections at the 2016 ALMA 

Conference in January. The Association of Lutheran Mis-

sion Agencies (of which GLO director Jim Tino is the 

current president) serves to provide a forum for 

learning from each other and discovering ways to 

cooperate and compliment each other's efforts where possible. 

Lutheran Students gain mission experience 

One of the many ways in which GLO 

seeks to foster greater Lutheran 

missionary engagement is through 

opportunities for Lutheran students 

to have extended cross-cultural 

mission experiences either during or 

right after their university studies. 

In 2015 Sarah Burr fulfilled a DCE in-

ternship serving with the Lutheran 

church in Paraguay. Concordia University

-Chicago discovered in GLO the services 

and networking that made this possible. 

Similarly, Ted and Cassandra Fischer are serving in  

Guatemala with GLO in longer 

term mission service after univer-

sity and prior to Ted’s enrollment 

in seminary when they return. 

(Being installed in Gualan by Pas-

tor Jasinto in photo.) 

If you or someone you know would 

be interested in such an opportu-

nity, please contact us. One of the 

best things about GLO is we are 

designed in a way that allows 

maximum flexibility in discovering ways to make long-term 

missionary service possible. 



Thank you and may God bless you 

as you live in Christ, 
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Helps us pray for all the people and ministries  
above, and for... 

· the Lord’s direction in our moving plans 

· our parents to be in healthy situations as 

we leave  

· that we reach the support God desires for 

us to have. 

Contact us:  datalsma@gmail.com,  260-804-8460 

Dale and Cheri Talsma 

Would you join us? 

As we consider the challenges and op-

portunities ahead, would you pray 

about joining our support team? With 

this new venture, we will need team 

members just like you who will pray for 

us and support us financially. Right now 

we have about 54% of our funding 

(including a stipend and housing from 

Hillcrest plus current support coming in 

for our work with GLO).  

Over the years, we have often been 

blessed with the support of God's people. 

If you feel so led, please consider joining 

us as we help carry Christ's love to Africa 

and around the world through GLO.  

As God leads you, please consider 

· Praying for our ministry 

· Supporting us financially 

Checks can be mailed to:   

     Global Lutheran Outreach,  

     6709 Ficus Drive, Miramar, FL 33023. 

(Make check out to  "Global Lutheran Outreach"  

with "Talsma" on memo line.) 

To donate online,  

go to:  www.globallutheranoutreach.com   

and click "Give"  

In the family. . . 

 We have immensely enjoyed Zara, our first 

grandchild, born to Adam and Vivienne! We 

rejoice that she has been baptized and that our 

extended family met her over Christmas. She came 

to Michigan to experience snow and to eat her first 

solid food. Now she has three teeth and is “cruising” 

the furniture. Dale and I are excited with the prospect 

of being just 5-hours away from her in Jos, Nigeria. 

A previous newsletter announced our son Adam’s wed-

ding to Ezimma (Vivienne)—both a traditional and a 

church ceremony. All but one of our children were able 

to attend the church wedding last August. How won-

derful to share such an important event together! Our 

own little family has grown from 7 individuals in 2009 

to 10 creative, smart, and lovely adults, plus one cute 

little girl, today!  

More time, lately, has been spent with both of our par-

ents. We are currently living with Dale’s parents and 

we have visited mine in Chicago often this year. They 

are both going through different transitions as their 

situations change in their aging. We are thankful for 

Dale’s Mom’s loving hospitality in opening a home for 

us and for the time we’ve had with all of our par-

ents. Leaving them for overseas work has been an 

extremely difficult part of our decision process.  

"But we have this treasure in jars of clay,  

to show that the surpassing power  

belongs to God and not to us."  2 Cor. 4:7  


